The effect of gold salts on casein-induced macrophage activation and serum amyloid protein SAA levels.
Previous work from our laboratory has demonstrated a marked inhibitory activity of Auranofin (Au) and Gold Sodium Aurothiomalate (GST) on monocyte-macrophage function and an important role for macrophages in the pathogenesis of casein-induced experimental amyloidosis. In the present study we have looked at the in vivo effect of Au and GST on the inhibition of casein-induced macrophage activation and serum SAA levels. Au and GST markedly inhibited casein-induced macrophage activation while only Au reduced serum SAA levels to a significant degree. The present data raises the possibility that Au may be helpful in the treatment of secondary amyloid disease.